
The Dangers Of
Naboth’s Vineyard

1 Kings 21:1-25

By David Dann



The Dangers Of Naboth’s Vineyard

• Naboth’s vineyard is one of the most 
dangerous places mentioned in the Bible.

• Vineyards are not normally associated 
with danger.

• But Naboth’s vineyard was a dangerous 
place.

• Consider the story of Naboth’s vineyard 
(1 Kings 21:1-25).



The Dangers Of Naboth’s Vineyard

11 KingsKings 2121::11--33
11)) AndAnd itit camecame toto passpass afterafter thesethese thingsthings thatthat
NabothNaboth thethe JezreeliteJezreelite hadhad aa vineyardvineyard whichwhich waswas
inin Jezreel,Jezreel, nextnext toto thethe palacepalace ofof AhabAhab kingking ofof
SamariaSamaria..
22)) SoSo AhabAhab spokespoke toto Naboth,Naboth, saying,saying, ‘Give‘Give meme
youryour vineyard,vineyard, thatthat II maymay havehave itit forfor aa vegetablevegetable
garden,garden, becausebecause itit isis near,near, nextnext toto mymy househouse;; andand
forfor itit II willwill givegive youyou aa vineyardvineyard betterbetter thanthan itit.. Or,Or, ifif
itit seemsseems goodgood toto you,you, II willwill givegive youyou itsits worthworth inin
moneymoney..’’
3) But Naboth said to Ahab, ‘The LORD forbid
that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to
you!’



The Dangers Of Naboth’s Vineyard
11 KingsKings 2121::44--66
44)) SoSo AhabAhab wentwent intointo hishis househouse sullensullen andand displeaseddispleased
becausebecause ofof thethe wordword whichwhich NabothNaboth thethe JezreeliteJezreelite hadhad
spokenspoken toto himhim;; forfor hehe hadhad said,said, ‘I‘I willwill notnot givegive youyou thethe
inheritanceinheritance ofof mymy fathersfathers..’’ AndAnd hehe laylay downdown onon hishis
bed,bed, andand turnedturned awayaway hishis face,face, andand wouldwould eateat nono
foodfood..
55)) ButBut JezebelJezebel hishis wifewife camecame toto him,him, andand saidsaid toto him,him,
WhyWhy isis youryour spiritspirit soso sullensullen thatthat youyou eateat nono food?’food?’
66)) SoSo HeHe saidsaid toto her,her, ‘Because‘Because II spokespoke toto NabothNaboth thethe
Jezreelite,Jezreelite, andand saidsaid toto him,him, 'Give'Give meme youryour vineyardvineyard forfor
moneymoney;; oror else,else, ifif itit pleasespleases you,you, II willwill givegive youyou
anotheranother vineyardvineyard forfor itit..'' AndAnd hehe answered,answered, ‘I‘I willwill notnot
givegive youyou mymy vineyardvineyard..’’



The Dangers Of Naboth’s Vineyard

11 KingsKings 2121::77--99
77)) ThenThen JezebelJezebel hishis wifewife saidsaid toto him,him, ‘You‘You nownow
exerciseexercise authorityauthority overover Israel!Israel! Arise,Arise, eateat food,food, andand
letlet youryour heartheart bebe cheerfulcheerful;; II willwill givegive youyou thethe
vineyardvineyard ofof NabothNaboth thethe JezreeliteJezreelite..’’

88)) SoSo sheshe wrotewrote lettersletters inin Ahab'sAhab's name,name, sealedsealed
themthem withwith hishis seal,seal, andand sentsent thethe lettersletters toto thethe
elderselders andand thethe noblesnobles whowho werewere dwellingdwelling inin thethe
citycity withwith NabothNaboth..

99)) AndAnd sheshe wrotewrote inin thethe letters,letters, saying,saying, ProclaimProclaim aa
fast,fast, andand seatseat NabothNaboth withwith highhigh honorhonor amongamong thethe
peoplepeople;;
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11 KingsKings 2121::1010--1212

1010)) andand seatseat twotwo men,men, scoundrels,scoundrels, beforebefore himhim toto
bearbear witnesswitness againstagainst him,him, saying,saying, ‘You‘You havehave
blasphemedblasphemed GodGod andand thethe kingking..’’ ThenThen taketake himhim out,out,
andand stonestone him,him, thatthat hehe maymay diedie..

1111)) SoSo thethe menmen ofof hishis city,city, thethe elderselders andand noblesnobles
whowho werewere inhabitantsinhabitants ofof hishis city,city, diddid asas JezebelJezebel
hadhad sentsent toto them,them, asas itit waswas writtenwritten inin thethe lettersletters
whichwhich sheshe hadhad sentsent toto themthem..

1212)) TheyThey proclaimedproclaimed aa fast,fast, andand seatedseated NabothNaboth
withwith highhigh honorhonor amongamong thethe peoplepeople..
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11 KingsKings 2121::1313--1515

1313)) AndAnd twotwo men,men, scoundrels,scoundrels, camecame inin andand satsat beforebefore
himhim;; andand thethe scoundrelsscoundrels witnessedwitnessed againstagainst him,him, againstagainst
Naboth,Naboth, inin thethe presencepresence ofof thethe people,people, saying,saying, ‘Naboth‘Naboth
hashas blasphemedblasphemed GodGod andand thethe king!’king!’ ThenThen theythey tooktook himhim
outsideoutside thethe citycity andand stonedstoned himhim withwith stones,stones, soso thatthat hehe
dieddied..

1414)) ThenThen theythey sentsent toto Jezebel,Jezebel, saying,saying, ‘Naboth‘Naboth hashas beenbeen
stonedstoned andand isis deaddead..’’

1515)) AndAnd itit camecame toto pass,pass, whenwhen JezebelJezebel heardheard thatthat NabothNaboth
hadhad beenbeen stonedstoned andand waswas dead,dead, thatthat JezebelJezebel saidsaid toto
Ahab,Ahab, ‘Arise,‘Arise, taketake possessionpossession ofof thethe vineyardvineyard ofof NabothNaboth
thethe Jezreelite,Jezreelite, whichwhich hehe refusedrefused toto givegive youyou forfor moneymoney;;
forfor NabothNaboth isis notnot alive,alive, butbut deaddead..’’
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11 KingsKings 2121::1616--1818

1616)) SoSo itit was,was, whenwhen AhabAhab heardheard thatthat NabothNaboth waswas
dead,dead, thatthat AhabAhab gotgot upup andand wentwent downdown toto taketake
possessionpossession ofof thethe vineyardvineyard ofof NabothNaboth thethe
JezreeliteJezreelite..

1717)) ThenThen thethe wordword ofof thethe LORDLORD camecame toto ElijahElijah thethe
Tishbite,Tishbite, saying,saying,

1818)) ‘Arise,‘Arise, gogo downdown toto meetmeet AhabAhab kingking ofof Israel,Israel,
whowho liveslives inin SamariaSamaria.. ThereThere hehe is,is, inin thethe vineyardvineyard
ofof Naboth,Naboth, wherewhere hehe hashas gonegone downdown toto taketake
possessionpossession ofof itit..
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11 KingsKings 2121::1919--2121
1919)) YouYou shallshall speakspeak toto him,him, saying,saying, “Thus“Thus sayssays thethe
LORDLORD:: ‘Have‘Have youyou murderedmurdered andand alsoalso takentaken
possession?’”possession?’” AndAnd youyou shallshall speakspeak toto him,him, saying,saying,
“Thus“Thus sayssays thethe LORDLORD:: ‘In‘In thethe placeplace wherewhere dogsdogs lickedlicked
thethe bloodblood ofof Naboth,Naboth, dogsdogs shallshall licklick youryour blood,blood, eveneven
yoursyours..’”’”
2020)) ThenThen AhabAhab saidsaid toto Elijah,Elijah, “Have“Have youyou foundfound me,me, OO
mymy enemy?”enemy?” AndAnd hehe answered,answered, “I“I havehave foundfound you,you,
becausebecause youyou havehave soldsold yourselfyourself toto dodo evilevil inin thethe sightsight
ofof thethe LORDLORD::
2121)) ‘Behold,‘Behold, II willwill bringbring calamitycalamity onon youyou.. II willwill taketake
awayaway youryour posterity,posterity, andand willwill cutcut offoff fromfrom AhabAhab everyevery
malemale inin Israel,Israel, bothboth bondbond andand freefree..’’
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11 KingsKings 2121::2222--2323

2222)) ‘I‘I willwill makemake youryour househouse likelike thethe househouse ofof
JeroboamJeroboam thethe sonson ofof Nebat,Nebat, andand likelike thethe househouse ofof
BaashaBaasha thethe sonson ofof Ahijah,Ahijah, becausebecause ofof thethe
provocationprovocation withwith whichwhich youyou havehave provokedprovoked MeMe toto
anger,anger, andand mademade IsraelIsrael sinsin..’’

2323)) AndAnd concerningconcerning JezebelJezebel thethe LORDLORD alsoalso spoke,spoke,
saying,saying, ‘The‘The dogsdogs shallshall eateat JezebelJezebel byby thethe wallwall ofof
JezreelJezreel..’’
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11 KingsKings 2121::2424--2525

2424)) “The“The dogsdogs shallshall eateat whoeverwhoever belongsbelongs toto AhabAhab
andand diesdies inin thethe city,city, andand thethe birdsbirds ofof thethe airair shallshall
eateat whoeverwhoever diesdies inin thethe fieldfield..””

2525)) ButBut therethere waswas nono oneone likelike AhabAhab whowho soldsold
himselfhimself toto dodo wickednesswickedness inin thethe sightsight ofof thethe LORD,LORD,
becausebecause JezebelJezebel hishis wifewife stirredstirred himhim upup..



The Dangers Of Naboth’s Vineyard

• Naboth’s vineyard is one of the most 
dangerous places mentioned in the Bible.

• Vineyards are not normally associated 
with danger.

• But Naboth’s vineyard was a dangerous 
place.

• Consider the story of Naboth’s vineyard 
(1 Kings 21:1-25).

• We face the same dangers today.



The Dangers Of Naboth’s Vineyard

I. The Danger Of Covetousness.
• Ahab coveted Naboth’s vineyard.



The Old Law On Covetousness

“You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you
shall not covet your neighbor's wife, nor his male
servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor
his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor's”
(Exodus 20:17).



The Dangers Of Naboth’s Vineyard

I. The Danger Of Covetousness.
• Ahab coveted Naboth’s vineyard.

• Covetousness is a real danger today.



Beware Of Covetousness

11 CorinthiansCorinthians 66::99--1010

99)) DoDo youyou notnot knowknow thatthat thethe unrighteousunrighteous willwill notnot
inheritinherit thethe kingdomkingdom ofof God?God? DoDo notnot bebe deceiveddeceived..
NeitherNeither fornicators,fornicators, nornor idolaters,idolaters, nornor adulterers,adulterers,
nornor homosexuals,homosexuals, nornor sodomites,sodomites,

1010)) nornor thieves,thieves, nornor covetous,covetous, nornor drunkards,drunkards,
nornor revilers,revilers, nornor extortionersextortioners willwill inheritinherit thethe
kingdomkingdom ofof GodGod..



Beware Of Covetousness

“For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean
person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater,
has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and
God” (Ephesians 5:5).

“Let your conduct be without covetousness; be
content with such things as you have. For He
Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor
forsake you’” (Hebrews 13:5).



The Dangers Of Naboth’s Vineyard

I. The Danger Of Covetousness.

II. The Danger Of Feeling “Entitled.”
• Ahab felt “entitled” to Naboth’s 

Vineyard.

• The feeling of “entitlement” is a real 
danger today.



Feeling “Entitled”?

“And He said to them, ‘Take heed and beware of
covetousness, for one's life does not consist in
the abundance of the things he possesses’”
(Luke 12:15).

“For we brought nothing into this world, and it is
certain we can carry nothing out” (1 Timothy 6:7).



The Dangers Of Naboth’s Vineyard

I. The Danger Of Covetousness.

II. The Danger Of Feeling “Entitled.”

III. The Danger Of Evil Companions.
• Ahab fell under the influence of an evil 

companion.



Ahab’s Evil Companion

“But there was no one like Ahab who sold
himself to do wickedness in the sight of the
LORD, because Jezebel his wife stirred him up”
(1 Kings 21:25).



The Dangers Of Naboth’s Vineyard

I. The Danger Of Covetousness.

II. The Danger Of Feeling “Entitled.”

III. The Danger Of Evil Companions.
• Ahab fell under the influence of an evil 

companion.

• Evil companions are a danger today.



The Danger Of Evil Companions

“Do not be deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts 
good habits’” (1 Corinthians 15:33).



Where Is The “Wrong Crowd”?

11 CorinthiansCorinthians 55::99--1010

99)) II wrotewrote toto youyou inin mymy epistleepistle notnot toto keepkeep
companycompany withwith sexuallysexually immoralimmoral peoplepeople..

1010)) YetYet II certainlycertainly diddid notnot meanmean withwith thethe
sexuallysexually immoralimmoral peoplepeople ofof thisthis world,world, oror withwith
thethe covetous,covetous, oror extortioners,extortioners, oror idolaters,idolaters, sincesince
thenthen youyou wouldwould needneed toto gogo outout ofof thethe worldworld..
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I. The Danger Of Covetousness.

II. The Danger Of Feeling “Entitled.”

III. The Danger Of Evil Companions.

IV. The Danger Of Progression Of Sin.
• Ahab’s first sin led to many others.

• The progressive nature of sin is a real 
danger.



Sin Makes Progress

JamesJames 11::1414--1515

1414)) ButBut eacheach oneone isis temptedtempted whenwhen hehe isis drawndrawn
awayaway byby hishis ownown desiresdesires andand enticedenticed..

1515)) Then,Then, whenwhen desiredesire hashas conceived,conceived, itit givesgives
birthbirth toto sinsin;; andand sin,sin, whenwhen itit isis fullfull--grown,grown, bringsbrings
forthforth deathdeath..



The Dangers Of Naboth’s Vineyard

I. The Danger Of Covetousness.

II. The Danger Of Feeling “Entitled.”

III. The Danger Of Evil Companions.

IV. The Danger Of Progression Of Sin.

V. The Danger Of Standing For What Is 
Right.

• Naboth took a stand for what was right.



Naboth Stood For The Truth

“So the inheritance of the children of Israel shall
not change hands from tribe to tribe, for every
one of the children of Israel shall keep the
inheritance of the tribe of his fathers” (Numbers
36:7).



The Dangers Of Naboth’s Vineyard

I. The Danger Of Covetousness.

II. The Danger Of Feeling “Entitled.”

III. The Danger Of Evil Companions.

IV. The Danger Of Progression Of Sin.

V. The Danger Of Standing For What Is 
Right.

• Naboth took a stand for what was right.

• Standing for what is right can be 
dangerous at times.



Will You Take A Stand?

“Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the
traditions which you were taught, whether by
word or our epistle” (2 Thessalonians 2:15).

“Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand” (Ephesians 6:13).



Is It Worth It To Compromise?

MarkMark 88::3636--3838

36) For what will it profit a man if he gains the
whole world, and loses his own soul?

37) Or what will a man give in exchange for his
soul?

38) For whoever is ashamed of Me and My 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when 
He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy 
angels.



The Dangers Of Naboth’s Vineyard

I. The Danger Of Covetousness.

II. The Danger Of Feeling “Entitled.”

III. The Danger Of Evil Companions.

IV. The Danger Of Progression Of Sin.

V. The Danger Of Standing For What Is 
Right.



Beware Of The
Dangers!!!!


