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The church is a family

1 Timothy 3:15 (NKJV)

Lput if 1 am delayed, | write so that you
may know how you ought to conduct
yourself in the house of God, which is
the church of the living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth.



The church is a family

Ephesians 2:19 (NKJV)

19 Now, therefore, you are no longer
strangers and foreigners, but fellow
citizens with the saints and members of

the household of God



Characteristics of Good families

We solve the problem by understanding
the importance of relationships



Characteristics of Good families

We solve the problem by not playing
the game — if they will...

Galatians 6:10 (NKJV)

0Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do
good to all, especially to those who are of the
household of faith.



Characteristics of Good families

We solve the problem by being hospitable

Elders are to set the example

1 Timothy 3:2 (NKJV)

2A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one
wife, temperate, sobeminded, of good behavior,
hospitable, able to teach

We are to follow their example

Romans 12:13 (NKJV) |
L3distributing to the needs of the saintgiven to
hospitality.




Characteristics of Good families

That is also true in the family of God because

We love our brothers and sisters
1 Corinthians 13:7 (NKJV)
"bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things.
We accept them as they struggle
Luke 15:22-24 (NKJV)
22But the father said to his servants, 'Bring out the best robe and
E)Ut It on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandalsisfeet.
3And bring the fatted calf here and kil] and let us eat and be

merry;
24for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is

found." And they began to be merry.




Characteristics of Good families

Exclusion

In God’s family, we do the same

Restore those overtaken

Galatians 6:1 (NKJV)

1Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you a#eo
spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering
yourself lest you also be tempted.

Practice tough love

1 Corinthians 5:4-5 (NKJV)

“In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered
together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus
Christ,

>deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that
his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.




Characteristics of Good families

Forgiveness

In the family of God the same Is true

2 Timothy 4:11 (NKJV)

110nly Luke is with me. Get Mark and
bring him with you, for he is useful to me
for ministry.



Characteristics of Good families

Tolerance

True among God’s family

As to personalities

1 Corinthians 13:4 (NKJV)
4Love suffers lon@ndis kind; love does not envy; love does not
parade itself, is not puffed up;

AS to convictions

Romans 14:10-12 (NKJV)

10But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show
contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the
judgment seat of Christ.

IFor it is written"As | live, says the Lofgyery knee shall bow to
Me,And every tongue shall confess to God."

12S0 then each of us shall give account of himself to God.




Characteristics of Good families

Encouragement

True among Godos f ami |y

A good example: Barnabas

Acts 9:26-28 (NKJV)

26 And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join
the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, and did not
believe that he was a disciple.

2IBut Barnabas took him and broughtmto the apostles.
And he declared to them how he had seen the Lord on the
road, and that He had spoken to him, and how he had
Ereached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.

8So he was with them at Jerusalem, coming in and going
Out.




