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And I also say to you that you are 

Peter, and on this rock I will build My 

church, and the gates of Hades shall church, and the gates of Hades shall 

not prevail against it.  

Matt 16:18 NKJV



The Church That Jesus Built

• His Church is Known By Its:

Foundation

Head

Members

Architecture



The Church That Jesus Built

• The Church is Known By Its Organization

–Jesus is the head 

• All things (Eph 1:22-23, Eph 4:15-16)

• Church submits to head (Eph 5:22-23)• Church submits to head (Eph 5:22-23)



The Church That Jesus Built

• The Church is Known By Its Organization

–Elders

• Appointed in every church (Acts 14:23)

• Highly qualified (1 Tim 3:1-7, Titus 1:5-9)• Highly qualified (1 Tim 3:1-7, Titus 1:5-9)

• Plural and cooperative (Acts 14:23, Titus 

1:5, 1 Pet 5:3)



The Church That Jesus Built

• The Church is Known By Its Organization

–Elders:   Responsibilities 

• Bishop/Episkopos: Overseer (Acts 20:28, 

Titus 1:7, Phil 1:1, 1 Peter 2:25)Titus 1:7, Phil 1:1, 1 Peter 2:25)

• Pastor/Shepherd:  Defender (Acts 20:28, 

5:2, Eph 4:11)

• Elder/Presbyter:  Experienced (Acts 

14:23, Acts 11:30, 1 Pet 5:1)



The Church That Jesus Built

• The Church is Known By Its Organization

–Elders:  Work Defined

• To Rule (Rom 12:8, 1 Thes 5:12, 1 Tim 

5:17, Heb 13:7)5:17, Heb 13:7)

• To Defend (Acts 20:28, 1 Peter 5:1-2)

• To Know (Heb 13:17)

• To Pray (James 5:14)

• To Feed (Heb 5:12-14, 1 Pet 2:1-2)



The Church That Jesus Built

• The Church is Known By Its Organization

–Elders:  Our responsibility towards them

• Choose them (Acts 14:23, 1 Tim 3:1-7, 

Titus 1:5-9)Titus 1:5-9)

• Submit to them (Heb 13:17, 1 Pet 5:5)

• Respect them (1 Thes 5:12-13, 1 Tim 

5:17)

• Trust them (1 Tim 5:19)



The Church That Jesus Built

• The Church is Known By Its Organization

–Elders:  Purity soon lost – Church History

• Diotrephes – 3 John 9

• Creation of hierarchy – Elders, Bishops, • Creation of hierarchy – Elders, Bishops, 

Arch Bishops, Cardinals, Universal Bishop

• Succession to Apostles

• Linkage of Bishops to civil matters



The Church That Jesus Built

• The Church is Known By Its Organization

–Elders

–Deacons

• Servant, Waiter, Attendant (1 Tim 3:13)• Servant, Waiter, Attendant (1 Tim 3:13)

• Ministers  (Acts 6:1-6)

• Highly qualified men (1 Tim 3:8-13)



The Church That Jesus Built

• The Church is Known By Its Organization

–Elders

–Deacons:  Purity soon lost – Church History

• Deacons became organizational “layer” –• Deacons became organizational “layer” –

2nd Century

• Deacon is the final step to being a priest

• Formation of deacon “boards”



The Church That Jesus Built

• The Church is Known By Its Organization

–Elders

–Deacons

–Members–Members

• Saints / Disciples (Eph 4:11-12)

• Preachers / Teachers (2 Tim 4:1-5, 2 Tim 

2:2, 1 Tim 4:16)



The Church That Jesus Built

• The Church is Known By Its Organization

–Elders

–Deacons

–Members:  Purity soon lost – Church History–Members:  Purity soon lost – Church History

• Clergy/laity distinction (2nd Century)

• Rise of the “priest” (3rd Century)



The Church That Jesus Built

• The Church is Known By Its:

Foundation

Head

Members

ArchitectureArchitecture

Organization

• Also Known By Its:  

Work

Worship


