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The Wrong Attitude
 Provoking one another

 The Greek word means to challenge someone to a contest. 
It implies that we feel so superior that we want to 
demonstrate it.

 Envying one another

 Being jealous of one another’s gifts or attainments

 These attitudes are produced by conceit (5:26; 6:3)



Generally speaking we are motivated by feelings 
of inferiority or superiority.

 If we feel superior to others we want them to know and 
feel our superiority.

 If we feel inferior to them, we envy them.

 In both cases our attitude is due to conceit, to our having 
such a high opinion of ourselves that we cannot bear 
rivals.



The Right Attitude
 Restore 

 The word means; 

 “to repair, to restore to a former good condition, to prepare, 
to fit out, to equip.” It is used of reconciling factions, of setting 
bones, of putting a dislocated limb into place, of mending 
nets, etc. It is used here by Paul of setting a person right, of 
bring him into line.”

 The emphasis of the word is on correction, not on 
punishment. In every case of sin, our objective should 
not be to embarrass, publicize or punish, but to restore. 

 Do we care?



άhǾŜǊǘŀƪŜƴέ
 The word for “overtaken” means to “detect, overtake, 
surprise ... someone.”

 Two views:

“If a man should do something wrong ... on a 
sudden impulse.” (NEB)

 He is surprised by being caught in the sin.



ά¸ƻǳ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭέ
 A young Christian wanted help in restoring a brother, so …. 

 The Preacher?
 He said, “Oh I can’t go, I have sermons to prepare, etc.

 The Elders?
 Their responsibility is to “watch in behalf of (your) souls as they that 
shall give account” (Heb. 13:17). 

 Surely they would go, but they said, “We have budgets to prepare, the 
building to look after, we have no time to talk to the fallen.”

 Deacons?
 But they too had too many things to do.

 Who then? All who are spiritual!

 Caution: “less you also be tempted”



Bear Burdens of Others
 Greek word for burden here is “Bara” meaning “Load.”

Consequences of sin (6:1)

 Sorrow (Rom. 12:15)

 Physical needs (Gal. 6:10)

 Leadership (1 Thess. 5:12-13)



Bear Our Own Burdens
 Greek word for burden in verse 5 is “Phartion” meaning 
“pack.”

 We must bear the responsibility of:

 Our own sin (Rom. 3:23)

 Our obedience (Rom. 6:16-17)

 Our being a Christian (1 Cor. 15:58; Phil. 2:12)

 Our being judged (2 Cor. 5:10)


