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What is the flesh?
 Definition

 Flesh is translated from the Greek word, sarx. It is used in 
different senses in the Bible.

 The physical body (Lk. 24:39)

 Spiritual descendants (Rom. 4:1)

 The natural man with his desires and passions (Gal. 5:13)



Battle between Flesh and spirit
 Paul says that the flesh and spirit do battle with one 

another 

 (Galatians 5:17 (NKJV) 
17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 
the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do 
not do the things that you wish. 



SINS OF MORAL IMPURITY
 FORNICATION (Grk., porneia)...

 A generic term referring to all forms of unchastity (1 Cor. 6:13,18)

 UNCLEANNESS (Grk., akatharsia)...

 Akatharsia - in a moral sense: the impurity of lustful, 
luxurious living ςThayer

 LEWDNESS (Grk., aselgia)... 
 Aselgia - also translated as lasciviousness, licentiousness, 

sensuality

 ¢ƘŀȅŜǊ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊŘ ōȅ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΥάŦƛƭǘƘȅ 
ǿƻǊŘǎέΤ άƛƴŘŜŎŜƴǘ ōƻŘƛƭȅ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎέΤ άǳƴŎƘŀǎǘŜ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ 
ƻŦ ƳŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜǎέ



SINS OF IDOLATRY AND SORCERY
 IDOLATRY (Grk., eidololatreia)...
 Eidololatreia - image worship - Strong

 In the beginning stages of idolatry, no one worships the idol 
or image itself

 The idol simply served two purposes:
 To localize the god it represents

 To visualize the god it represents

 It is simply designed to make it easier to worship the god 
represented by the idol

 Inevitably, however, people will wind up worshipping the 
idol or image itself



SINS OF IDOLATRY AND SORCERY
 SORCERY (Grk., pharmakeia)...

 1. Pharmakeia is found to be used in three ways

 Medically, to the use of drugs with no bad meaning at all

 The misuse of drugs so as to poison, not cure

 The practice of sorcery and witchcraft, which often used drugs to 
cast spells and alter the behavior of others



SINS VIOLATING THE LAW OF LOVE
 HATRED, ENMITY (Grk., echthra)...

 Echthra means hostility, enmity, hatred - Strong

 It describes a state and attitude of mind toward other 
people which involves barriers between them and you

 CONTENTIONS, STRIFE, VARIANCE, DISCORD (Grk., 
eris)...

 Eris is the expression of enmity or hatred; it is the 
outcome in actual life of that state of mind



SINS VIOLATING THE LAW OF LOVE
 JEALOUSIES, EMULATIONS (Grk., zelos)...
 Zelos can be either good or bad

 Used in a good way
 Isa 9:7 - ά¢ƘŜ ȊŜŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻŦ Ƙƻǎǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ǘƘƛǎέ

 Ro 10:1-2 - άΦΦΦǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ȊŜŀƭ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΦΦΦέ

 Used to describe an excitement of mind, ardor, fervor of spirit, for 
something good

 Used in a bad way
 1 Co 3:3 - άCƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŜƴǾȅΦΦΦέ

 2 Co 12:20 - άCƻǊ L ŦŜŀǊΦΦΦƭŜǎǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜΦΦΦƧŜŀƭƻǳǎƛŜǎΦΦΦέ

 A fervor of spirit that is misdirected, resulting in a form of envy 
and jealousy that is destructive of personal relationships



SINS VIOLATING THE LAW OF LOVE
 OUTBURSTS OF WRATH, FITS OF RAGE (Grk., thumos)...

 This word describes...

 The blaze of temper which flares into violent words and deeds

 SELFISH AMBITIONS, STRIFE, DISPUTES (Grk., eritheia)...

 This word describes a self-centered attitude in the doing of 
any work; for example...

 It is used to describe those who were preaching Christ out of 
jealousy - cf. Phil. 1:17



SINS VIOLATING THE LAW OF LOVE
 DISSENSIONS, SEDITIONS (Grk., dichostasia)...
 ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ άŀ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǇŀǊǘέ

 It describes a condition where all fellowship, all 
togetherness are gone

 HERESIES, FACTIONS (Grk., hairesis)...
 It most commonly denotes a group belonging to a 

particular school of thought or action
 Peter used it to describe false teachers who will bring in 

destructive divisions - 2 Pe 2:1

 Thus it refers to divisiveness, especially that brought about by 
false teaching



SINS VIOLATING THE LAW OF LOVE
 ENVY, ENVYING (Grk., pthonos)...

 William Barclay offers this distinction between phthonos 
and zelos:

 zelos is the envy which casts grudging looks

 phthonos is the envy which has arrived at hostile deeds

άaǳǊŘŜǊǎέ όYW±Σ bYW±ύ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ 
manuscripts and thus omitted in some translations...



SINS OF INTEMPERANCE
 DRUNKENNESS (Grk., methe)...

 This word describes the state of intoxication due to 
alcohol

 Social drinking? 1 Pet. 4:1-5



SINS OF INTEMPERANCE
 REVELRIES, REVELLINGS, CAROUSING, ORGIES (Grk., 

komos)...

 This word refers to feasts and drinking parties that were 
often extended till late at night and indulge in revelry

 Such behavior is condemned not only here, but also in Ro 
13:12-14

 άΦΦΦ!b5 ¢I9 [LY9έ


