


The Canon refers to the authoritative 

books that are officially accepted and 

approved as Holy Scripture. These 

books are based on a standard or ñrule 

of faith.ò Some of these standards 

include: divine inspiration, accuracy, 

doctrinal truth, consistency, power, and 

acceptance by the people of God.
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ÁMuratorian Fragment, (170 AD) named 

for its discoverer in Milan, published in 

1740.  Lists approved New 

Testament books.

Áaccepts four Gospels, the last two of 

which are Luke and John, but the names 

of the first two at the beginning of the list 

are missing. Also accepted by the author 

are the "Acts of all Apostles" and 13 of 

the Pauline Epistles (but not the 

anonymous Epistle to the Hebrews).
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ÁOrigen (240 AD) lists 

21 approved New 

Testament books.

ÁEusebius (320 AD) 

lists 22 accepted books.
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The New Testament books are collected 

and circulated throughout the 

Mediterranean about the time 

of Constantine, the Roman 

Emperor, who legalizes 

Christianity in AD 313.
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The 27 books of the 

New Testament are 

formally confirmed as 

canonical by the Synod 

of Carthage in AD 397, 

thus recognizing three 

centuries of use by 

followers of Christ.
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By AD 400, the standard of 27 New 

Testament books is accepted in the East 

and West as confirmed by:

ÁAthanasius

ÁJerome

ÁAugustine

ÁThree church councils  

Augustine
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Jerome starts translating the 

Scriptures into Latin in 

AD 410 and finishes 25 

years later. This translation, 

called the Latin Vulgate, 

remains the basic Bible for 

many centuries.
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Germanic migrations           

(AD 378-600)  

cause new 

languages, other than 

Latin, to emerge. 
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Caedmon, an illiterate monk 

(groundskeeper), retells

portions of Scripture in Anglo-Saxon    

(Old English) poetry and song (AD 676).

Aldhelm of Sherborne (AD 709) is said

to have translated the Psalms into 

Anglo-Saxon.
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Bede, a monk and scholar, 

makes an Old English 

(Anglo-Saxon) translation of 

portions of Scripture.

On his deathbed in AD 735,

he finishes translating the 

Book of John.  
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Alfred The Great,

King of Wessex         

(AD 871-901) translates 

portions of Exodus, 

Psalms, and Acts into 

Anglo-Saxon.
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Aelfric

(AD 955-1020) 

translates portions 

of the Latin Old 

Testament into 

Anglo-Saxon.
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Normans (French) 

conquer England 

(AD 1066) and make 

French the official 

language. No English 

translation of the Bible 

is produced until the 

1300s.
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The first English Bible is 

translated from Latin in 

AD 1382. It is called the 

Wycliffe Bible in honor of 

priest and Oxford scholar 

John Wycliffe.  
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During his lifetime, 

Wycliffe had wanted 

common people to have 

the Bible. He also 

criticized a number of 

church practices and 

policies including heavy 

taxation and unlimited 

papal power.
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In AD 1408, in 

England, it becomes 

illegal to translate or 

read the Bible in 

common English 

without permission 

from a bishop.
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In AD 1415, the Wycliffe 

Bible is banned and 

burned.  Forty years 

after Wycliffeôs death, in 

AD 1428, his bones are 

exhumed and burned 

for heresy.

AD 1428

1500 BC       500 BC       AD 1      AD 500      AD 1000       AD 1500        AD 1900        AD 2000

The Wycliffe Bible



AD 1455

Å Mainz

Mainz, Germany

The worldôs first printing 

press, with moveable 

metal type, is invented in 

AD 1455, in Mainz, 

Germany, by Johann 

Gutenberg. 
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Gutenberg and The 

First Printing Press

This invention is 

perhaps the single 

most important 

event to influence 

the spread of the 

Bible.
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