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Each of you write a quick note to a 

friend letting them know you cannot 

attend a dinner party due to a family 

situation.  Use the same language and 

style they would expect of you.

Exercise 2-1



Man has always communicated verbally

Recorded history began with pictures including 

gestures, drawings, carvings, paintings, 

hieroglyphs, etc.

Written language often captures verbalizations in 

visual representations (phonetic)

Written languages typically evolved from familiar 

pictorial symbols to characters more efficient for 

writing

Verbal & Written



Most of the world’s 

phonetic 

languages appear 

to have a similar 

heritage.

The term phonetic 

itself derives from 

Phoenician… the 

culture from which 

this concept 

seems to have 

originated.



Language Families



Example of how written 

Hebrew character style 

has evolved over time.  

Such evolution may be 

driven by the need for 

better writing efficiency, 

individual or community 

style preferences.

The character style 

along with word and 

phrase use can often 

confirm the general 

dating of ancient 

inscriptions or 

documents.



Stone

Clay

Leather

39  books

Written approximately 

1500-400 BC

Old Testament:



The Old Testament was 

written mainly in Hebrew, 

with some Aramaic.

The letter “aleph”

in Hebrew script.

A sample of

Aramaic letters.



About 250 verses in the Old Testament are 

recorded in whole or in part in Aramaic

Examples include:

•Ezra 4:8-6:18

•Daniel 2:4b-7:28

•Jeremiah 10:11

•Genesis 31:47

Hebrew & Aramaic 
In The Old Testament



27 books

Written approximately 

AD 45-100

Written in Greek

The oldest New Testament fragment 

(from John 18) that we have today was 

copied in Greek on a papyrus codex 

(folded book) around AD 110-130.

papyrus

New Testament:



Each of you write a note to the 

President of the United States 

explaining you will not be able to attend 

a dinner at the White House

Exercise 2-2



Read examples of your dinner notes aloud.

Do you notice a difference in style?

How about the script, anything different?

Exercise 2-2 Review



The New Testament   

was written in Greek.

A sample of 

Greek letters.

The letter “alpha” in 

Koine Greek dialect.  

This was the “common 

man’s” greek



1 Chr 16:23 seen 

above in Koine 

(common) Greek 

and below in 

modern Hebrew

Koine originated 

within the armies 

of Alexander the 

Great and spread 

throughout the 

greek empires. 



Language Families



Please break up into 3 groups.  You will 

have 10 minutes to complete your group 

questions.  You may use any book, wall 

chart or other reference available.

Exercise 2-3



Writers & Times
Book Author Occupation Date Written

Genesis Moses Shepherd ? - 1445 B.C.

Exodus Moses Shepherd 1445 - 1405 B.C.

Leviticus Moses Shepherd 1405 B.C.

Numbers Moses Shepherd 1444 - 1405 B.C.

Deuteronomy Moses Shepherd 1405 B.C.

Joshua Joshua Soldier 1404-1390 B.C.

Judges Samuel Prophet 1374-1129 B.C.

Ruth Samuel Prophet 1150? B.C.

First Samuel Samuel/Nathan/Gad? Prophet 1043-1011 B.C.

Second Samuel Samuel/Nathan/Gad? Prophet 1011-1004 B.C.

First Kings Jeremiah? Prophet 971-852 B.C.

Second Kings Jeremiah? Prophet 852-587 B.C.

First Chronicles Ezra? Priest / scribe 450 - 425 B.C.

Second Chronicles Ezra? Priest / scribe 450 - 425 B.C.

Ezra Ezra Priest / scribe 538-520 B.C.

Nehemiah Nehemiah Cupbearer 445 - 425 B.C.

Esther Mordecai? Officer of Court 465 B.C.

Job Job? Shepherd ??

Psalms David + Others King / Temple Singers? 1000? B.C.



Writers & Times
Book Author Occupation Date Written

Proverbs Solomon / Agur / Lemuel King / ?? / King 950 - 700 B.C.

Ecclesiastes Solomon King / Scholar 935 B.C.

Song of Solomon Solomon King / Scholar 965 B.C.

Isaiah Isaiah Prophet 740 - 680 B.C.

Jeremiah Jeremiah Prophet 627 - 585 B.C.

Lamentations Jeremiah Prophet 586 B.C.

Ezekiel Ezekiel Priest 593-560 B.C.

Daniel Daniel Court advisor 605-536 B.C.

Hosea Hosea Prophet 710 B.C.

Joel Joel Prophet 835 B.C.

Amos Amos Herdsman / tree dresser 755 B.C.

Obadiah Obadiah Prophet 840 or 586 B.C.

Jonah Jonah Prophet 760 B.C.

Micah Micah Prophet / farmer? 700 B.C.

Nahum Nahum Prophet 663 - 612 B.C.

Habakkuk Habakkuk Prophet 607 B.C.

Zephaniah Zephaniah Prophet 625 B.C.

Haggai Haggai Prophet 520 B.C.

Zechariah Zechariah Prophet / priest? 520 - 518 B.C.

Malachi Malachi Prophet 450 - 600 B.C.



Writers & Times
Book Author Occupation Date Written

Matthew Matthew Tax collector 41 AD

Mark John Mark? Scribe / assistant 60-65 AD

Luke Luke Scribe / follower of Paul 56-58 AD

John John (Apostle) Fisherman 98 AD

Acts Luke Scribe / follower of Paul 61 AD

Romans Paul Tent maker 56 AD

1-2 Corinthians Paul Tent maker 55 AD

Galations Paul Tent maker 50-52 AD

Ephesians Paul Tent maker 60-61 AD

Philipians Paul Tent maker 60-61 AD

Colossians Paul Tent maker 60-61 AD

1-2 Thessalonians Paul Tent maker 50-51 AD

1-2 Timothy Paul Tent maker 61-64 / 65 AD

Titus Paul Tent maker 61-64 AD

Philemon Paul Tent maker 60-61 AD

Hebrews Paul? Tent maker 61 AD

James James (Jesus' brother) Carpenter? 62 AD

1-2 Peter Peter Fisherman 62-64 / 64 AD

1-3 John John (Apostle) Fisherman 98 AD

Jude Jude (Jesus brother) Carpenter? 65 AD

Revelation John (Apostle) Fisherman 96 AD


